A Summer Circuit

In a case of murder or any other felony an accessory after
the fact is not liable to the punishment of the actual crime.
But in high treason there are no accessories, but all are
principals. The treason must be proved, and the knowledge
of it on the part of the alleged accessory. Whether in
morals and conduct there is a place for the activities of Flora
Macdonald or Alice Lisle or Nurse Cavell is a matter, as
Macaulay says, " on which casuists may differ."

But the practice of civilized rulers and even civilized
generals has been against the execution of good women who
transgress the laws of war by acts of charity. James II. and
Jeffreys are exceptions, as Macaulay points out, to the
honourable record of English governments in such matters.
When James and his Lord Chief Justice arranged in London
that the first act of the Special Commission should be the
trial and execution of Alice Lisle they sinned against the
honour ~of their country.
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